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Let us pray, 


TOR the Welfare and Proſperity of Chriſt's Church, 7. e. for the 
F whole Congregation of Chriſtian People diſperſed throughout the 

Norld; and for the Preſervation of all pious and good Men, of what- 
ever Sect, Profeſſion, Religion, or Nation, | 
Intreat we alſo for the divine Wiſdom for his Majeſty King Georer, 
that he may be the better enabled to judge and rule his People righte- 
ouſly and peaceably, and defend the Poor * Oppreſſion and Violence; 
and that God would vouchſafe his Bleſſing to our gracious Queen 
CHARLOTTE, that from this illuſtrious Pair a Race of pious, wiſe, and 
generous Princes may deſcend, the Patrons of Merit and Learaing, 
the Protectors and Defenders of our Laws, Religion, and Liberiies, to 
lateſt Poſterity. Grant alſo, O God, thy Bleſſing to her Royal High- 
neſs the Princeſs Dowager of Wales, whom, with the Royal Family, 
preſerve and keep under thy peculiar Care. 

In a particular Manner pray we for our ſpiritual Paſtors, that they, 
having Reſpect to the grand Truſt repoſed in them, and forſaking all 
covetous and immoderate Deſires of the Things of this World, may, 
without Fear or Guile, with Freedom, Plainneſs, and Sincerity of 
Speech, deliver divine Truths, and be able to convince the Under- 
ſtanding, and affect the Conſcience of their Hearers. 

Pray we alſo for the Conſolation, Inſtruction, and Converſion of ſuch, 
who through Pride or a fogliſh Conceit will not, Obſtinacy or Igno- 
rance cannot, a miſtaken Zeal, an Habit of Sin, or a ſtrong Senſe of 
Guilt, know not how to pray for themſelves. And above all, becauſe 
for the Sake of all, inſpire us, O Lord, with Chriſtian Charity and 
brotherly Love one towards another ; that though through human 
Weakneſs or Ignorance we are unhappily divided in religious Matters, 
the Adverſaries of Proteſtantiſm and of Chriſtianity may not reap the 
Advantages, which ſuch Diviſions promiſe them. 

Grant alſo, that the Harmony and Union now ſubſiſting amongſt 
us, that ſincere Love and commendable Zeal, which every. one ex- 


preſſes for, and is ready to ſnew to his Country, may not by a Return to 


our 
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our former Vices and Follies be interrupted, or deſtroyed; and that 
all of us, in our ſeveral Stations and, Callings, may render unto. thee 
a ſincere and unfeigned Obedience, being Examples alſo to each other 
of Piety and Virtue, and Jiving in open and undiſguiſed Love: 


with one another. . 


And that there may never be wanting fit and able Perſons to ſerve. 
the Purpoſes of Church and State, let us beg the divine Bleſſing upon. 
the two Univerſities OxrorD and CauBRI DOE; that in them pure 


Religion and uſeful Learning may for ever flouriſh and. abound. 


Pray we alto for the divine Bleſſing upon all Schools. of Piety and 
Learning; more eſpecially upon the ancient and royal Foundation of 


CnrisT's HospITAL; and therein for the Preſident, Treaſurer, Go. 


vernors, Maſters, and Officers: For all thoſe who have been, and are 


now educated in it, that by a modeſt and ſober Behaviour they, may 
ſhew forth the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of this ng 

Pray we likewiſe, as for the Peace and Proſperity o | 
in general; ſo of this City in particular; and therein for the Righr 


Honourable. the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffs, Commonalty and 


Citizens ; that it may always continue eminently diftinguiſhed for its 


Trade and'Commerce, and the pious Diſtribution of their Fruits to the 


Needy and Diſtreſſed ; that its Members. may be Examples of Loyalty 


and Virtue to their fellow Subjects, juſt and honeſt in their Dealings, 


and live in Harmony and Friendſhip with one another. 


With theſe our Prayers let us not forget our Praiſes for what ought 


to be had. in everlaſting Remembrance by us, the greateſt and moſt 
valuable of all Bleſſings, our Redemption from Sin and Miſery, by the 
Death and Satisfaction of Jeſus Chriſt, with the glorious Reward God, 
through his Merits, hath promiſed to beſtow. upon us. 


Thele Prayers and Praiſes, we of ourſelves unworthy, let us humbly. 
offer up to Almighty God, in the Name of his beloved Son, who hath. 


aſſured us, that whatever we aſk faithfully in his Name, he will grant 


him, ſaying, | 


: Ou R Father, &c. 


GENESIS. 


the Kingdom. 


unto us. In his Name therefore and Words let us now pray unto. 
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GENESIS Cut. xxv. Ver. 14. 
Any MISHMAH, anv DUMAH, axv MASSAH. 


N HE Perſons mentioned were the Sons of IJmael, 
5 who was the Son of Abraham. The Occaſion of 
IT JE impoſing theſe names was, it is probable, certain 
8 »: Calamities which had happened to the Father, 
8 either preceding, or at the Time of their Birth. 

It was a Cuſtom that long prevailed in the firſt Ages of the 
World, to give Names to Children expreſſive of ſome ſpecial 
Incident that had occurred, or was at an appointed Time to 
happen. This Cuſtom ſeems to have been laid aſide after the 
ſettlement of the Jews in the Land of Canaan. 

The ſacred Hiſtory abounds with various Inſtances to illuſtrate 
and confirm the Truth of this Obſervation. It may not be 
impertinent to take Notice of a few. | 
Moab, the Son of Lamech, was fo called, becauſe in his 
Time the Curſe, which God had pronounced upon the Earth 
for the Sin of Adam, was to be taken away: And fo it was. A 
divine Grant was given to him, and to us his Poſterity, of the 
free Uſe of living Creatures for common Food; which before 
the Deluge was prohibited. The Word Noah, ſignifies in the 
Original, Reſt or Refreſhment ; and certainly it was no ſmall 
Refreſhment to have the Liberty of animal Food, fince not onl 
many were releaſed by it from the painful Hardſhips and Fatigue 
of Huſbandry, but thoſe who ſhould be employed would be 
enabled with more Eaſe, as having more Strength, to follow it. 
This was the Reaſon aſſigned by Lamech for fo naming him; 
and he called him Noah, “ ſaying, this fame ſhall comfort us 
concerning our Work, and Toil of our Hands, becauſe of the 


Ground which the Lord hath curſed.” 
B The 
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= The Sons of Jacob alſo 
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le 80 received their Names from ſome par- 
ticular Circumſtances that preceded, or occurred at their Birth, 


or were to befall their Poſterity. 


The fame Obſervation is true of the Sons of YFoſeph, 
« Ephraim, and Manaſſeh.” The latter ſignifies forgetfulneſs, by 
which he acknowledged the divine Favour towards him, in 
having made him forget his Afflictions and Sorrows. The 
former ſignifies fruitfulneſs, by which he acknowledged the 
divine Goodneſs towards him, in delivering him from extreme 
Poverty and Diſtreſs, and raiſing him to the moſt conſiderable 
Poſt in the Kingdom of Ægypt. 

This Conduct of Providence intimates to us, that Virtue,. 
though oppreſſed, will not fail in due Time of its proper 
Reward. It ſhould teach us alſo to bear Afflictions, however 


ſharp and ſevere, with a pious Reſignation. to the Will of the 


Almighty; not deſpairing of his Mercy, not cenſuring his 
Juſtice, not accuſing his Goodneſs for permitting them, ſince 
they may become the Inſtruments of Happineſs. to-us. 

The Inſtances mentioned are ſuthcient to juſtify the explana- 
tion to be given of the Perſons Names recorded in the Text. 
The Propriety and Significancy of them will appear from certain 
Occurrences in the Life of nal. | 

The Meaning of theſe Names, Miſhmab, Dumab, Maſſab, is, 
Obedience, Reſignation, Patience. 

I/hmael, upon the Birth of Jſuac, was compelled with an 
helpleſs and unfortunate Mother, at the Age of fourteen, to 
ſeek a Living in an unknown and deſert Country. They were 
weak and defenceleſs, expoſed to: the diſagreeable and painful 
Senſations of Hunger and Thirſt, and fearful of becoming a 
Prey to the wild Beaſts. To return back they dared not. 
Famine was before them, and: 'Terror all around them. So 
great was their Diſtreſs, that had it not been for a miraculous 
Interpoſition, they muſt have periſhed in inexpreſſible Agony 
and Torture, At the laſt he gained a Settlement, and with as 
many Difficulties maintained himſelf in, as acquired it. 

From theſe Occurrences we perceive the Propriety and Signi- 
ficancy of theſe Names. 


T | By 


By his Son Miſbmabh is ſignified his Readineſs in obeying the 
divine Injunction, when ordered to leave both his Father and 
his Country. 
By his Son Dumab is ſignified his Reſignation to the Will of 
Providence, without complaining or murmuring at the Miſ- 
fortunes he had endured, or which afterwards might happen to 
him. | 

By his Son Maſſab is ſignified his Reliance upon the Goodneſs 
of God to remove his Afflictions. 

The Names of the Perſons thus explained will furniſh ſome 
uſeful Leſſons of Inſtruction, how to conduct ourſelves when 
under the ſame, or the like diſagreeable Circumſtances ; and alſo 


point out the Means of alleviating any Evils or Calamities that 
may befall us, 


FIRST. By [Þmael's Obedience, ſignified in his Son Miſbmab, 
we ſhould learn to be content in whatever State of Life we are 
placed; not envying others on Account of the Riches they enjoy, 
nor repining becauſe we have not more than Providence hath 
thought fit for us to have, or becauſe we are not ſo happy, as 
others ſeem to be. 

Contentment is the Virtue that gives a Reliſh to all the Joys, 
and is a principal Remedy for all the Evils of Life. Without it 
Pleaſure is inſipid, and the Want of it renders the moſt trifling 
Misfortune inſupportable. No State of Life can be comfortable, 
where that is not, and none truly miſerable, where it is. | 

Notwithſtanding, -there is but little Content in the World. 
Moſt Men appear diſſatisfied with their Condition. Every one 
looks upon another to be more happy than himſelf. O! if he 
could be as he is, he ſhould be perfectly eaſy. Suppoſe his Wiſh 
to be gratified. Is he fatisfied ? Doth Deſire ceaſe ? Hath he 
met with the Happineſs he imagined ? He is as uneaſy as before. 
He again wants his Condition to be altered. 

It is a ridiculous and unpardonable Weakneſs to confider 
others as happy, and not endeavour to make ourſelves fo; which 
we may certainly be, whatever our Situation in Life is. I am 
poor, and another is rich. He can purchaſe every Thing that 
he wants, I can do the fame, fo long as I want nothing — 
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than I can purchaſe. I limit my Deſires to my Circumſtances. 
Can he do more ? I might indeed partake of many more Gratifica- 
tions, if I had his Wealth, yet not be more happy than I am at 
preſent. Alarge Fortune will procure Superfluities, but the Wants of 
Nature are to be ſatisfied, and the Neceſſaries of Life procured 
without it. ar f 

1 cannot make the Figure which others do. What then? 
Cannot I be virtuous and good ? Is not this Happineſs * The 
Pomp and Splendour of the Wealthy and the Great are not fo 
ſatisfactory to the Poſſeſſors, as pleaſing to the Spectators. The 
outward Appearance is no true Index to the Mind. Perſons 
are not always what they ſeem to be. He, whom the World 
reckons an happy Man, might be found upon Enquiry to be 
miſerable, if not wretched. | 

Reſt content therefore in your - Station. Providence by 
placing you in it, judges it to be the beſt for you. A different 
Station might have been worſe. The Inconveniencies, Cares, 
and Troubles which might follow upon the Change, are unknown 
to you. Be thankful to God for what you are, and what he 
hath given you enjoy. He hath left no Man deſtitute of Means 
neceſſary to acquire a proper Subſiſtence. Every one hath Abi- 


lities requiſite to procure a Sufficiency of the Things of this | 


Life, according to their different Situations in it. If any Man 
is miſerable, it is either through his Follies, or a Miſapplica- 
tion and Abuſe of his Wealth and Power, or through Diſcontent 
in coveting Things above him, and aiming at a Station for which 
he was not wdefigned. Conceit and Vanity more or leſs infect 
the Minds of. all Men. We are apt to entertain an high Opinion 
of our Merit, and think that we deſerve much more than we 
have; looking upon ourſelves as unhappy, becauſe we have 
it not, and being ungrateful for what we have. 

We ſhould endeavour to make ourſelves happy with what we 
have, be it little, or much. Woe were not all born to be rich and 
great. And for the general Uſes made of Riches and Power, 
acquired or inherited, it is well that but few poſſeſs and enjoy 
them. Why ſhould we think ourſelves to be miſerable, becauſe 
we have not theſe Things? Why uneaſy at the Want of them? 
Why ſhould we efteem thoſe who have them to be on 


that 
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that Account more happy than we? Are they Strangers to Sor- 
row, and unacquainted with Grief? Do they not continually ſuf- 
fer ſomething diſagreeable from Envy and Jealouſy ? He that 
hath the Maſtery over his Appetites and Paſſions, is greater than 
a Prince. He that is content, will not complain for the Want 
of Riches. He that cannot make himſelf happy in a mean 
Eſtate, will never be truly happy in any; for he ſounds his Hap- 
pineſs on Things external, which cannot give it, as they are of 
uncertain and precarious Poſſeſſion. 

Happineſs or Miſery is ſolely lodged within ourſelves : it de- 
pends upon our Innocence or Guilt. The moſt proſperous State 
can yield no true Comfort to him, whoſe Soul 1s polluted with 
Sin. All the Delights and Pleaſures he partakes of, will not be 
an equivalent for, nor remove that Uneaſineſs he feels at Heart. 
He cannot be eaſy under the Conviction of his Crimes, and a Senſe 
of the terrible Puniſhment to which they expoſe him hereafter. 
Remember then to keep Innocency, and take heed to perform 
the Thing that is right: for that alone will make any Condition 
comfortable, that alone can bring you Peace at the laſt. 


SECONDLY. By Iſhmael's Refignation to the Will of Provi- 
dence, fignified in his Son Dumah, we ſhould learn to be re- 
figned when Afflictions and Troubles have come upon us. Theſe, 
however great and ſevere, ſhould not move us to charge divine 
Providence with Injuſtice in permitting them, nor drive us to de- 
ſpair of its Aſſiſtance in removing them. We ſhould not be 
proud and exulting in Proſperity, nor dejected or clamorous in 


the Days of Adverſity; that we might not be led away by our 


Luſts to transgreſs the Commandments of God, nor. to impeach 

his Goodneſs. | 
Troubles and Afflictions are not well pleaſing to human Nature. 
But why ſhould we be impatient under them? Do we fufter 
alone? Is not all Mankind in ſome, if not in the ſame Degree 
Sufferers with us? Who is there without his Sorrows? Who is 
the fortunate Man that hath met with no Misfortune, felt no 
Uncaſineſs, ſuffered no Ditappointment ? "Theſe Things happen 
iadiſcriminately to the Rich and the Poor, the Little and the Great. 
SG Why 
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| Why ſhould we be exempt ? Is our Merit greater, or are we 


better than others:? | 

But our Sufferings are acute and ſevere. If we compare them 
with others, we ſhall ceaſe from complaining. The Miſeries which 
others feel are ſlightly noticed by us. If we rightly conſidered 
them, we ſhould ſee Reaſon to bleſs and praiſe God for his Good- 
neſs towards us, in having ſo lightly afflicted us. If we turned our 
Eye inwardly, and examined our paſt Conduct, we ſhould find 
ourſelves to have been guilty of ſo many Follies, that inſtead of 
murmuring at the Afflictions we may labour under, we ſhall be 
thankful to Almighty God for not inflicting more. 

Though we may not deſerve ill from the Hands of Men, who 


will fay that he hath deſerved well at the Hands of God ? Where 
is the righteous Man who finneth not; whoſe Hands have not 


dealt with Wickedneſs ; whoſe Tongue hath uttered no Deceit ; 
whoſe Heart hath conceived no Ill; whoſe Conſcience is undefi- 


led with Guilt ? Where dwells the ſpotleſs Innocent, whoſe Vir- 


tue hath withſtood the alluring Wiles of Vice; whom no Temp- 
tation hath overcome, no Sin beguiled ? Alas! All have ſinned, 
all have fallen ſhort of their Duty to God. O Man! what art 
thou? A weak and ſinful Creature. Boaſt not of thy Merit, nor 
talk of thy Excellencies, thou who art daily offending, whoſe 
Tranſgreſſions are many, who cannot ceaſe from Sin. If ſuch a 
one hou art, how canſt thou murmur and complain in the Time 
of Affliction and Diſtreſs ? However baſe thy Fellow-Creatures 
may be to thee, Providence is not unjuſt. It thou hadſt thy juſt 
Deſerts, thou mighteſt be much more unhappy than thou art. 
And if thou lookeſt around, thou wilt find many more miſerable- 
than thyſelf. 

It our Wants are many, and Remedies few; if we know not 
how to remove the one, or to procure the other, is it not more 
noble to ſubmit, and to be ſuperior to the Accidents of Life, 
than to be depreſſed in Spirit, or meanly and baſely to ſeek Re- 
lief from Dithoneſty ? This adds to Affliction Guilt, conſequently 
increaſes our Uneaſineſs, and renders what before was tolerable, 
inſupportable. A Man in Diſtreſs, diſdaining to purchaſe his 
Kaſe at the Expence of his Innocence, or for the Gratification of 

any 


(9) 
any Defire to wound his Conſcience with Guilt, gives a Dignity 
to Human Nature, is a Conduct that merits the higheſt Com- 
mendation, a Sight moſt worthy of God to behold. | 

Before our Virtue hath been put to the Teſt, it is little more 
than nominal. The Obſervance of our Duty, when there is no 
Solicitation to tranſgreſs it, no Temptation to draw us aſide, 
though it is entitled to, doth not greatly merit a Reward. Miſ- 
fortunes are Trials of our Integrity, they prove the Sincerity of 
our Affection for Religion. When in Affliction and Diſtreſs it is 
our Duty not to fall from, but to perſevere in our Obedience; 
not ſeeking a Remedy from a Violation of the Laws of God, nor 
throwing out hard and unſeemly Speeches againſt his Provi- 
dence. | | 

It is not agreeable to Human Nature to be in Pain. But wh 
ſhould we accuſe Heaven ? Why charge it upon the Almighty ? 
God would not the Miſery of any of the Things he hath made, 
much more of his favourite Creature Man ; whoſe Troubles and 
Diſorders are more generally to be attributed to his Follies and Vices, 
than to the common Accidents of Life. Little Reaſon therefore 
hath he for Complaint. If otherwiſe, it is his Duty patiently to 
ſubmit. 

Patience indeed is a Virtue much celebrated, and greatly re- 
commended, but rarely practiſed. To talk of, and to be in Af- 
fliction, it muſt be acknowledged, are two very difterent Things. 
It is much eaſier in this Caſe to ſhew, than to follow what is right. 
We are apt when in Affliction, and it 1s natural as well as com- 
mon ſo to do, to catch at any Thing which may ſeemingly af- 
ford us Eaſe, and frequently we embrace ſuch Means, which do 
not leſſen, but heighten our Sorrows. But to be haſty is not 
good, and to be tardy is equally pernicious. To be patient, not 
raſhly graſping at imaginary Comforts, nor ſo weak as to neglect 
real ones, is the happy Medium that will render a Life of Care 

and Trouble tolerable. | 
However, if our Afflictions are grievous and ſevere, when we 
conſider the Shortneſs of human Life, we may with Patience bear 
them. They can continue only for a few Years. The End of 
Life 


(8) 


| Lite is daily approaching. Death will e er long viſit us, and put 


a Period to all our Sorrows. 


TulR DLV. By Thmael's Patience, ſignified in his Son Maſſah, 
we ſhould learn, when in Afflictions, to rely upon the Goodneſs of 
God to remove them. | | 

What Comfort and Satisfaction muſt we receive upon Reflec- 
tion in the Midſt of Trouble and Diſtreſs, that we are under the 
_ peculiar Care of ſo powerful a Being as God, who knows what 
we feel, pities, and will relieve us, if we endeavour by an holy 
and virtuous Life to merit his Favour. To ſuch he will always 
ſhew himſelf a Friend, a Father, a God. A Friend, in aſſiſting 
them by his Wiſdom ; a Father, in providing them with things 
neceſſary and convenient; a God, in protecting them from the 
Misfortunes and Calamities of Life. 

When the World frowns upon you, when Friends flight or 
neglect you, when Malice or the Tongue of Calumny and De- 
traction ſhoot their envenomed Arrows againſt you, or Sickneſs 
hath viſited you, look upwards to Heaven, let your Requeſts be 
made known to God, whoſe Ears are always open to the Prayers 
of his Servants, who is always ready to receive, and grant their 
humble Petitions. From him no Suppliant ever departed diſap- 
pointed, or diſſatisfied. 

What a God is this! How good and gracious ! Upon whom 
can you better depend for Relief in the Time of Adverſity? Mur- 
mur not, nor repine; with Patience wait a Change. De- 
ſerve his Goodneſs, and you will obtain it. He will not leave, 
nor forſake you in your Diſtreſs, 

However ſevere your Afflictions may be, never be driven to 
doubt, or deſpair of God's Goodneſs. Many have met with a 
full Accompliſhment of their Deſires, when no Hope remained, 
contrary to human Probability, and by Means the moſt 
unpromiſing. Obſerve his Commandments, and you may be 
aſſured of the ſame Mercy. He that putteth his Truſt in 
« the moſt High ſhall never miſcarry. It is better to truſt in 
« the Lord than to put any Confidence in Princes, or in any of the 
40 Sons 


(9) 


4% Sons of Men.” He never deſerts, nor forſakes thoſe, who 
rely upon him, but Man frequently does. 5 | 

If to rely upon Providence is thought to be Quixotiſm ; is it 
leſs abſurd to depend upon Man, whoſe Heart is full of Deceit 
and Hypocriſy, bigotted to Prejudice, the Slave of Intereſt, the 

upe to his own Paſſions? To acquire -his Favour, what 
Meanneſs muſt be ſubmitted to; and when acquired, what 
Flattery muſt be uſed toretain it. And all this, (O 8 and 
unworthy of a reaſonable and immortal Being!) for a little ſordid 
Gain, the ſcanty Subſiſtence of a Day: For Life is no more. 
He that takes Man, and not God for his Strength, is not only 
to be condemned, but too often ſeverely ſmarts for his Folly. _ 
What Security can Greatneſs yield? What Safety, Wealth ? 
What permanent Happineſs either to the Poſſeſſor? How often 
have Poverty and Diſgrace ſucceeded both, and the Favourite of 
Fortune and the Sovereign been ſacrificed through the Inconſtan- 
cy and Weakneſs of the Prince, to ſtill the Madneſs of the Peo- 
ple. The ſame Calamity indeed may happen to the good, as well 
as to the wicked Man : But conſcious Worth will ſupport the 
former, and conſcious Guilt add to the Miſeries of the latter. It 
muſt be unſpeakable Comfort when in Affliction to ſay, Though 
1 ſuffer, I am innocent; though in Pain, it is not the 
Effect of my Folly, and I have Confidence in God that he 
% he will deliver me out of all my Sorrows.” Far better is it, 
than when Anguiſh and Woe have come upon us, to ſay, “ All 


« this I have deſerved, my Puniſhment is juſt, my Sins have 
brought it upon me.“ | 


Tux APPLICATION. 


Having explained the Text, and recommended the Obſervance 
of the Duties deducible from it, we come now to the Applica- 
tion ſuitable to the preſent Meeting. 

I/hmael, if not an Orphan, was a deſerted, expoſed, and deſ- 
titute Child, His Mother, if not a Widow, had no Huſband to 
comfort her, was forſaken, and incapable of ſupporting either 


herſelf, or her offspring. Both were proper Objects of Provi- 
| D | dence, 


EE WMW 
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dence, being innocent and helpleſs; by whom, when periſhing 
for Thirſt, they were miraculouſly preſerved through the Interpo- 


ſition of an Angel. | Sat. 
So eaſy and natural is the Tranſition, that you muſt anticipate 
the Application. Your Eyes behold, if not the Sons of Ha- 


gar, the Brethren of TÞmael, in reſpe&t of their Poverty and 


ant. In you their afflicted and diſtreſſed Parents find, if not a 
zuardian Angel to ſecure them from Diſtreſs and Danger, the 
Means of preventing that Miſery and Wretchedneſs, which would 


be the inevitable Conſequence of Deſertion. You cauſe the Widow 


toforget her Sorrows, and the Orphan his Loſs. The death of his 
Parent is no longer conſidered a Misfortune, when received un- 
der your Protection. Without this Azylum to reſort to, how 
many Children, like to Vhmael under 7 64 Shrubs, would have 
Jain in the Streets periſhing: how, like to Hagar, would their 
Mothers have been comfortleſs, and filled our Ears with bitter 
Cries and Lamentations for the Diſtreſſes of their helpleſs and 
unfortunate Offspring. | 
The different Neceſſities of theſe Children, the Goodneſs of 
their ſeveral Benefactors, and the Care of you their Patrons, would 
require a maſterly Hand to display. The Extenſiveneſs and 
Uſefulneſs of the Plan are not to be ſet forth in ſuch confined Diſ- 
courſes. No greater Pleaſure could be received than in a Work of 


this Kind by one, who gratefully acknowledges his many Obli- 


gations to this Charity. It is worthy of Obſervation, that 
notwithſtanding the vaſt Multitude of Children which have 
been educated in it, very few have been found undeſerving, but 
many have made ſuch Proficiency in every Art and Profeſſion, 
as to have proved of eminent and ſingular Benefit and Service to 


Society, and the reſthave been ſober, honeſt, and uſeful Members 


thereof. RE 

This, if the Dead know any Thing, muſt be a Satisfaction to 
their deceaſed Benefactors, and muſt alſo be both an Incitement 
and a Pleaſure to you their Patrons to imitate the good Example: 
That the Foundation ſo ſucceſsfully laid by the Royal Edward, 
may be ever flouriſhing and increaſing ; who, though a Prince, 


- remembered that he was a Man, and condeſcended to the com- 


mon 


(1 ) 
mon Offices of Humanity; who from the utmoſt Height 
of worldly Pomp and Grandeur, looked down with a tender and 
compaſſionate Heart on thoſe that were broken with Misfor- 
tunes, and overwhelmed with Sorrows ; and diſplayed the p uſt 


Character of a great Prince, by being a Friend to the meane 
his Subjects. | | | 

Not to mention the other Hoſpitals, the Commemoration of 
whoſe | Founders and Benefactors makes Part of this Day's So- 
lemnity, would be an unpardonable Omiſſion, though a Digreſ- 
ſion. Too much cannot be ſaid in Commendation of their Uſe- 
fulneſs; yet Brevity is here neceſſary, that I might not anticipate 
the Pleaſure you will receive in another Place.“ | 
Let it ſuffice; to ſay, that in them every Thing, which Art, 
Skill, and Medicine can do, with gentle and courteous Uſage, 
is. applied to adminiſter Eaſe and Relief to the various Diſorders 
and Diſeaſes incident to the Human Body. Where the inſane 
by the Aſſiſtance of proper Diet and Phyſick recover from their 
Phrenzy, and are reſtored to their former Soundneſs of Mind. 
Where the looſe and diſorderly, by Diſcipline judiciouſly applied 
and painful Drudgery, are reclaimed, and taught to ſet a proper 
Value upon that honeſt Labour, which they out of Idleneſs or 
Wickedneſs relinquiſhed. Theſe are Charities, which do Honour 
to us as a People, and reflect a Luſtre upon the Reformation: 
which by rooting up Superſtition, cauſed Charity to flow in its 
proper Channel. Theſe are Charities not calculated, like 
to thoſe of Romiſb Superſtition, for Pride, Oſtentation, and the 
Manifeſtation of falſe Zeal, in the Foundation of religious 
Houſes, the grand Nurſeries of Vice, Ignorance, and Indolence ; 
but for real and ſubſtantial Uſe, as Places of Refuge for the 
afflicted, diſtreſſed, and diſeaſed, and the Eſtabliſhment of pure 
Religion and uſeful Learning. 

Theſe Charities are real and illuſtrious Ornaments to this 
City; eminent amongſt the Nations for its extenſive Trade 
and Commerce, but more truly and juſtly ſo for the pious 
Diſtribution of their Fruits to the Poor and Needy. 


of 


In the Grammar School, where two Orations were ſpoken by the two ſenior Scholars 
in Commemoration of the Founders and Beneſactors of the ſeveral Hoſpitals, 
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Ade Inducement to you, or others, to continue the Support 


and Maintainance of theſe Royal Foundations, which have greatly 
ſuffered in their Revenues from various Cauſes, not unknown 


to this Audience, permit me to conclude with ſaying, That no 


« Charities can equal theſe, either for the Extenſiveneſs of the 


% Plan, the Number of Objects continually relieved and ſup- 


© ported, the Decency, Order, and Oeconomy with which. 45 
&« are conducted, the great Care and Diligence uſed in the A 
« pointment of diſcreet, proper, and able Perſons to have 
Direction and Management thereof, and the great Tenderneſs 
« and Humanity exerciſed by their reſpective Officers. 

Do you then, my e eee, according to the Ability which 
God hath given to you, having firſt ſufficiently provided for your 
Families, or Relations, if ſuch are in Neceſſity, beſtow the 


Remainder of your Wealth and Subſtance in ſuch Manner, and 


in ſuch Proportion, as the particular Wants and Exigences of 
th ſeveral Foundations may require. ; 


To the Bl: ed Trinity be given Prat, and Adoration 
now and ever: Amen. 2 


FINIS. 


A brief Account of CurisT's HoserTai.. 


T HIS Hoſpital was founded by King Edward the Sixth, for the Maintenance 
and Education of deſtitute and deſerted Children, and committed to the Care 
and Government of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the City of London; who, 
by their own and the numerous Benefactions of other well- diſpoſed Perſons, have 
conſiderably enlarged and improved the Royal Plan. Ihe Number of Children 
at firſt maintained in it was thirty: now, and for ſeveral Years paſt, little ſhort of 
one thouſand. May it never want Patrons and Benefactors to keep up the Com- 
plement. . 
The Preſident, Treaſurer, and Governors ſeldom exceed two hundred and twenty; 
conſiſting of Perſons of Diſtinction and Fortune, and of eminent and wealthy 
Citizens. From them a Committee is ſelected to ſuperintend and manage the 
Affairs of the Houſe, over whom the Treaſurer preſides. | The Office of 'Treafurer 
is always filled with a Gentleman of Probity and Worth. No Salary belongs to it, 
but much Trouble and Confinement ; the Acceptance of it therefore is deemed a 
Favour. He hath three Clerks under him, whoſe Places are of great Truſt. 
Buſineſs is done in their Office from Nine to One in the Morning, and from Three 
to Six in the Afternoon throughout the Year, the uſual Holydays and the Month 
of Auguſt excepted. © | | i „ | | 

No Child is admitted into the Hoſpital before ſeven Years of age, nor diſcharged 
out of it before fourteen, None but Orphans, whoſe Fathers were free of the City 
of London, are qualified for Admiffion ; except the Children of Clergymen, who 
are conſidered as free. The Governors have a Right at the Return of every third 
Preſentation to preſent an unqualified Child. Children admitted, not having learnt 
to read, are ſent to Hertford, where is a School, a Maſter, and two Aſſiſtants. 
There is an annual Viſitation of this School by the Treaſurer and Gentlemen of the 
Committee, when the Children properly qualified are ordered to be removed to 

Town; where there are ſeven Schools. | | 
41.09] Of the MAaTHEMATICAL School. 

This School conſiſts 3 Boys deſigned for Sea Service. For the Encourage- 
ment of the Foundation of it King Charles the Second was moſt graciouſly pleaſed to 
beſtow the annual Sum of one thouſand Pounds for ſeven Years from Midſummer 1673 
to Midſummer 1680. From the Time tne Royal Bounty ceaſed, the Children have 
been educated at the ſole Charge and Expence of the Hoſpital. This uſeful 
Foundation produced another of the ſame Kind, now ſubſiſting, for twenty Beys, 
wholly and well endowed by Henry Stone, Eſq. Both theſe Inſtitutions are fully 
anfwered, in having been the Nurſery of a Number of brave, experienced, and 
eminent Seamen; who have been, and now are an Honour and Service to their 
Country. On New Year's Day they appear with their Sea Inſtruments and Drawings 
before the King at St. James's. Ihe Silver Badge that they wear is a Royal 
Protection from being impreſſed, when diſcharged out of the School. At the End 
of the ſixth Year of their Apprenticeſhip to any Maſter in the Merchants Service, 
they are, obliged, if ſo required, to enter into the King's Service. Ten of them 
are annually ſent to Sea. It hathbeen a Cuſtom with the Kings of England upon 
the Lord Ma or's Day after their Coronation to dine at Guildhall. As Nis Majeſty 

aſſes through the City, an Oration is ſpoke to him by the ſenior Scholar of the 
Hoſpital A Scaffold is for this Purpoſe erected Eaſt of St. Paul's Cathedral. The 
Mathematical Scholars with their Sea Inſtruments make a fine Appearance. 
| „ei Of the GRAMMER SCHOOL, . | 
From this ſchool ſeven Boys are ſenttothe'two Univerſities in the Courſe of ſeven 
Years. They have a decent Previſion * Hoſpital, till they comnience Matter of 
| Arts, 


Boys defigned for particular 
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Arts, when their Exhibitions ceaſe. A few Boys are alſo qualified for the 


Profeſſions of Law and Phyſic; the reſt at the Age of twelve are removed into 


the Writing School, except ſuch as are taken out to ſupply the Mathematical 
Schools. All Children under Ten are admitted into this School. The beſt of Claſſical 
Authors are read. The Boys here educated have been acknowledged by compe- 
- tent Judges to be equal in Merit and Learning with any other public Foundation. 


Of the WrITING ScHRo or. 

This is a large and open School, built at the Expence of four thouſand Pounds 
and upwards by Sir Thomas Moore, Knight, formerly Preſident of this Hoſpital. 
The Children are here taught to write and caſt Accompts to the Age of Fifteen, 
when they are diſcharged either to Merchants at Home or Abroad, Trades &c. 
according to their different Attainments. From this School have ariſen Merchants 


- teſpeRable for their Character and Wealth, and reputable and ſubſtantial Citizens; 
ſome of whom are now living. It would be unpardonable to omit a Remark made 
by Merchants and others, that there is no School in the Kingdom, which produces 
better Penmen and Accomptants. 


Of the DRAwINO SCHooOL. 
This School was inſtituted principally for Boys intended for the Sea Service : But 


rades are alſo admitted into it. | 
Of the SinGinG Scho. | 


We” + neceſſary Inſtitution. Into this School a certain Number of Boys are taken, 


in order to aſſiſt the other Children in ſinging their Pſalms, and to ſing Anthems 
upon particular Occaſions, when the Governors meet. | | 


The Gikls Schools. | | 
There are two Schools for the Girls, the one to inſtruct them in Reading, the 


other in Working and Writing. Their Buſineſs is to make the Linnen belonging 
to the Houſe. At the Age of Fourteen they are diſcharged, and in general turn 


out honeſt and uſeful Servants. | 

The Schools are all ſeparate. There are two public Examinations thereof 
annually in the great Hall, by proper Perſons appointed by the Treaſurer and the 
Gentlemen of the Committee. The School Hours are for eight Months in the 
Year from ſeven to eleven, and one to five; the other four Months from eight to eleven, 
and one to four. After the School Hours, and on Holydays, they are wholly 
under the Care of the Steward of the Hoſpital. 

Their Diet is plain and ſimple, conſequently wholſome and good. The Effects 


of it are viſible, the Children are lively and healthy, and but few die. There is a 


Ward apart from the reſt for the Sick, who are under the Care of a Phyſician, 
* Apothecary, and Nurſe. | 
They dine and ſup privately in a ſpacious and noble Hall, adorned with various 
Pictures, and a neat Organ. Every Sunday Evening at Six, during the Winter Seaſon, 
they ſup publickly, when the Hall is illuminated. Lhe better to keep out looſe, idle, 
and diſorderly People, no Perſon is admitted without a written Order ſigned by 
a Governor. The Number of Children preſent, .. the Prayers, the Singing, their 
regular. and decent Behaviour whilſt at Supper, and the Proceſſion after it (during 
which the Organ plays) before the Preaſurer and the Governors preſent, make it 
a very pleaſing and entertaining Sight. An Anthen is always ſung. | | 
The Children go to reſt at Eight in the Summer, and about ſeven im the Winter. 
Their Dormitories, or Wards, in Number twelve, are kept extremely neat and 
clean. In them Prayers are ſaid every Morning and Evening; which for Conciſe- 
neſs, Clearneis, and Expreſſion are judged to be equal to any modern Compoſition 


of the ſame, or later Date. The Care of each ,of theſe Wards is committed to a 


Nurſe, 


(71s) 
Nurſe, who is allowed a Servant; over whom a Matron is appointed,” to ſee that 
there is not any Failure, or Neglect of Duty. N 1 wor ON; og 

On this Day“ annually a Commemoration is made of the Founders and Bene- 
factors of the ſeveral Royal Hoſpitals belonging to the City, by the two Senior 
Scholars, in the Grammar School. The Orations are in Latin, and Engliſh. 
The Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Governors are ſummoned to attend this ſalemn 
Meeting. After the Orations are finiſhed, the Beadles of the ſeveral Hoſpitals 
are called in, and lay down their Staffs. - Any Perſon, having Complaints to 
make of Neglect of Duty, or bad Behaviour, will be heard. 

The Governors, betides the Maintenance and Education of the Children, 
and giving Money with them, when put out to Service, do annually beſtow certain 
Sums upon ſuch Lads, who appear to have truly, honeſtly, and faithfully 
282 their Apprenticeſhip, towards ſetting them up in their reſpective Trades and 

allings. 

The Uſefulneſs of this Charity is ſo extenſive, as not to be exceeded, if equalled 
7 ay - The Advantages of Education to Youth are vaſtly ſuperior to other 

oundations, and Society receives greater Benefits from it, than from any other. 
Youth are qualified for that Art, Frade, or Profeſſion, which Nature formed 
and — them for, and thereby put in the right Way of procur ing a competent 
Livelihood. Genius, which in other Schools is often confined, perverted, or 
abuſed,-4s in this conſulted, directed, and cultivated. Claſſical Learning is the 
principal, if not the whole Education given in them: but in this it is conſined to 
thoſe who have Parts, Taſte, and a Diſpoſition for it. Thoſe who are found inca- 
pable of making any Progreſs m it, are put to Writing and Accompts, or taught 
the Mathematicks. A Lad taken into the School under Eight Years of Age hath 
.an Opportunity of being tried in theſe ſeveral. Branches of uſeful Learning; in 
one of which, unleſs. Abilities are wanting, he muſt ſucceed. ;, -— ' 11, | 

To ſupport this uſeful, excellent, and extenſive Foundation, a great Income is. 
neceſſary. The Hoſpital's Eſtates in Houſes becoming old and decayed, together 
with the Fall of Rents, have conſiderably diminiſhed its former Revenues. The 
Lowering of Intereſt hath alſo affected them. It hath been owing to theſe Defi- 
ciencies, that the Governors have found it neceſſary ſometimes. to omit the taking 
in Children, After what hath been ſaid, brief as it is, further Motives may not 
be wanting to excite and encourage thoſe who are able, to add ſomething towards: 
the Support and Maintenance of this Royal, ancient, and valuable Founda- 
tion. . , Tg = 

The wiſe and prudent Management of the Affairs of this Hoſpital by its: 
Governors, hath induced many of its Beneſactors to entruft them with the Execu- 
tion of their Wills in other charitable Matters. £ 


A L1isT of the MasTE Rs and OFFICERS. 


A Mathematical Maſter.  _ A Stewad. 

Two Grammar Mafters. | A Matron. 

A Writing Maſter and two Aſſiſt- _ 'Fhirteen Nurſes. 

WET IE i 4A Woman Cook. 

A Drawing Maſter. A Phyſician. 

A Singing Maſter. | A Surgeon. 

A Reading Maſter and two Aſſiſt- An Apothecary. 
ants. A Porter. 

Two School-miſtreſſes. Four Beadles. 

Three Clerks. A Cobler. 

A Solicitor, A Sfp 

St. Matthew. 
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